
 

 

5 March 2018 

New Code of Ethics for NZ Pharmacists  

New Zealand pharmacists will have a new Code of Ethics this month which will not only be 
clearer for pharmacists and the community to understand but also takes modern practice into 
account. 

The new Code, which has been developed by the Pharmacy Council of New Zealand, 
replaces a 2011 version and takes effect from 12 March 2018.  

Pharmacy Council Chief Executive Michael Pead says the new Code is more principle-
based, future-proofed and considers future models of pharmacist practice. It addresses 
technological changes and developments in digital health.   

“Much of the prescriptive detail has been removed from the Code, with the intention that 
important detail will be included in Council statements and protocols which will support the 
Code clauses.” 

He says rightly, also, the Council Code of Ethics has been published with a Te Reo Māori 
translation of the seven principles.  

Michael Pead says the principles and clauses of the Code of Ethics 2018 express the 
responsibilities and professional values that are fundamental to the pharmacy profession; 
care of the patient, professional integrity and professional competence.  

“As a core guidance document for the profession it should be clear and current. We believe 
that the approach Council has taken during the review, in taking a more principled 
perspective and reducing the level of detail in the clauses reflects this.” 

He says the council has used the structure adopted by the Australian Pharmaceutical Society 
which groups the document into three themes – care of the patient, professional integrity and 
professional competence. 

“The Council believes this makes the new Code clearer for pharmacists and the public and 
also sustains a longstanding alignment with the Australian Code.” 

Michael Pead says provisions on complementary and alternatives medicines (CAM) are 
amended in the revised code to reflect that the Council does not oppose the use of CAM 
when they have demonstrated benefits for patients, have minimal risks, and the patient is 
making an informed choice. 

A copy of the Council’s statement; Complementary and Alternative Medicines statement and 
protocol for pharmacists is now on Council’s website in the standards and statements 
section. The statement is closely aligned with the Medical Council of New Zealand statement 
on CAM, and should be considered alongside the revised code. 
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